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          1                       (Whereupon, the proceeding began

          2                       at approximately 11:00 a.m.)

          3             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Good morning, everyone.

          4                       (Whereupon, there was a

          5                       collective response.)

          6             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Today is Wednesday, May 8th, 2013.

          7   This is the Sunshine Meeting.

          8             I'm going to ask, are there any public comments?

          9             Yes.

         10             MS. SCHNEIDER:  My name is Marian Schneider.  I'm

         11   an attorney with Advancement Project.

         12             I have a couple of questions this morning.

         13             First of all, I was hoping that we could get an

         14   update on what your poll worker training efforts have been

         15   on voter ID.

         16             As you know, the Act 18 is in the soft roll out

         17   again, and I wanted to hear an update of what training you

         18   have done for your poll workers to make sure that they are

         19   correctly implementing the soft roll out.

         20             And the second question that I have is -- or do

         21   you want me to wait for an answer?  Should I say all my

         22   questions at once, and then --

         23             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Sure.

         24             MS. SCHNEIDER:  Okay.  Then my second question is,
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          1   could we have an update on the recruitment and interpreters

          2   for the divisions who need Spanish language and other

          3   language assistance at the polling place on the May 21st

          4   Primary?

          5             MR. VOIGT:  That's normally given during the

          6   course of the meeting.

          7             MS. SCHNEIDER:  Okay.  That brings me up to my

          8   third question.

          9             Earlier this year you moved the public comment

         10   period to the beginning of the meeting rather than at the

         11   end of the meeting so that people could -- I have a question

         12   coming -- so that people are unable to ask questions or

         13   comment upon the reports that are given.  And recently you

         14   have limited the content of the public comment to only

         15   questions.  And I would like to ask a question, if this Body

         16   would like to be a model of good government and transparency

         17   and move the question period to the end of the meeting so

         18   that the people who come could question and comment upon the

         19   proceedings?

         20             And, secondly, to remove any restriction on the

         21   content of the comment.

         22             Thank you.

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  So, there is no question

         24   period, it is a public comment period.
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          1             So, what we have is a meeting that's open to the

          2   public and affords, just like a city council meeting or

          3   anything else, or any other public board meeting in the

          4   city, an opportunity for the public to comment.

          5             So, whether it is at the beginning of the meeting,

          6   just like every other board or public body that I'm familiar

          7   with, is an opportunity for public comment.  There is not a

          8   question or answer period.  It is a public comment period.

          9             So, the questions that you have, if you could

         10   provide them to us in writing we could provide a response to

         11   you.

         12             MS. SCHNEIDER:  Okay.

         13             MR. CHAIRMAN:  We're going to move on.

         14             MS. SCHNEIDER:  My further -- can I ask --

         15             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Excuse me.  We are going to move

         16   on.

         17             MS. SCHNEIDER:  Oh, I'm not allowed to comment

         18   then?

         19             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  We are going to go straight

         20   to old business.

         21             MR. BILOSKY:  I would like to try another version

         22   of that comment or question.

         23             Why is it that you refuse to respond to the issue

         24   of comments whenever they make sense for the public?
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          1             You have a meeting, the public would like to

          2   comment or question what it is you said during the course of

          3   the meeting.

          4             Thank you.

          5             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Sir, again, just like every

          6   other public agency in the city that, at least I'm familiar

          7   with, there's a meeting that we have that is in public for

          8   all sorts of good reasons.  There's also the opportunity

          9   afforded for the public to comment.  So there is a public

         10   comment period, and then we go about and have the meeting in

         11   a public session.

         12             MR. BILOSKY:  And what's the reason for not

         13   allowing us to comment at the end after you have taken some

         14   actions?

         15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Sir, this is your

         16   opportunity to comment if you like.

         17             MR. BILOSKY:  Okay.  I have.  I think it's

         18   disingenuous.  Your response is disingenuous and not

         19   consistent with this being a Sunshine Meeting.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Understood.

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  We're going to move on now

         22   to old business.

         23             I would like to put a motion on the floor to hire

         24   Craig McCluran.
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          1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I second.

          2             I vote in favor.

          3             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  I vote in favor.

          4             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I vote in favor.

          5             Okay.  We're going to move on to also hiring

          6   Maurice Goodman.  I put a motion on the floor.

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I second the motion.

          8             MR. CHAIRMAN:  How do you vote?

          9             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor.

         10             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  This is the first I've heard

         11   of it, so I abstain.

         12             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I vote in favor.

         13             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  And at what salary and what

         14   position?

         15             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Next we're going to go to --

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  A trades helper.

         17             MR. CHAIRMAN:  That person is going to be a trades

         18   helper.

         19             We're going to go to next person, Nicholas Suder.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I second.

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I second.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor.

         23             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I vote in favor.

         24             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  I abstain.
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          1             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I vote in favor.

          2             Okay.  We're going to move on.

          3             Gary Ferris.

          4             MR. FERRIS:  Good morning, Commissioners.

          5             Right now all the polling places are set, knock on

          6   wood.  The delivery will start on Friday.

          7             They're already making the phone calls to the

          8   places to set up deliveries and appointments.

          9             It's not uncommon that while they're doing that a

         10   polling place does refuse or something happens and the place

         11   can no longer take it.

         12             In that case we will get a Court Order.  And that

         13   will be announced, if it happens between now and next

         14   Wednesday, I'll announce it at next Wednesday's meeting.

         15             If we do get a Court Order we will post signs and

         16   notify whoever we can, who we usually notify.

         17             There are copies of the polling places available

         18   in my office.  It's also available electronically.  All of

         19   you have received that.

         20             If anyone would like a copy they can either call

         21   me or e-mail me and I could send that out to them.

         22             Other than that, we're just getting everything

         23   packed up and ready to go to Joe to put in the boxes.

         24             As far as the handicapped items, we'll be
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          1   delivering all of the modification items next week to the

          2   polling places so that they're handicapped accessible.

          3             Other than that, we're good to go.

          4             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Sounds good.

          5             John Day, please.

          6             MR. DAY:  All right.  All the machines are tested.

          7   And right now we're in the process of closing every machine

          8   up and picking them up and covering them.

          9             And as of this morning we had over 2,000 machines

         10   done.  So we should be done that tomorrow, and we'll be

         11   ready for the inspection, and ship on Friday.

         12             The inspection is at 10:00, Friday morning.

         13             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         14             MR. VOIGT:  And that inspection, by the way, is

         15   limited to people who are adults.  That is, not anybody who

         16   is a juvenile is not permitted to conduct that inspection.

         17   It's an industrial facility, and it has to be limited.

         18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Mr. Day, how many

         19   candidates --

         20             MR. DAY:  Did we sticker?

         21             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- did you end up

         22   stickering?  Is it three?

         23             MR. DAY:  Three candidates citywide and a couple

         24   of inspectors and judges in different divisions.  I think
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          1   there was only three or four of them.  Three.

          2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And that's all --

          3             MR. DAY:  And that's all completed, yes.  That's

          4   all, yeah.  Everything is all done.

          5             It's just a process of closing everything all up,

          6   picking them up and covering them up now what's left.  So we

          7   will be all done that tomorrow.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

          9             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Ms. Murchison.

         10             MS. MURCHISON:  Good morning, everyone.

         11             My totals for schools last week, our total for

         12   West Catholic was 465 board members that attended.

         13             We also had Frankford High School.  We had 175

         14   boards members that attended.

         15             And I still have the employees downstairs, they're

         16   filing the 2012 General Election applications.

         17             That's all I have.

         18             And the make-up letters are ready for mail.

         19   They're out and ready to go in the mail now.

         20             That's all I have.

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         22             MS. MURCHISON:  And we're getting ready for the

         23   make-up training classes.  Do my contacts again, notifying

         24   people based on what we have.
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          1             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I want to thank you, Ms. Murchison.

          2             MS. MURCHISON:  You're welcome.

          3             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Tim Dowling, please.

          4             MR. DOWLING:  Okay.  Absentee apps.  So far we've

          5   received 786 applications.  We mailed out 569 ballots off of

          6   those applications.  And as of yesterday we received 200

          7   back.

          8             Greg gave me a bunch this morning of the labels

          9   for about 217.  That will be mailed out, hopefully, today or

         10   early tomorrow morning.

         11             Campaign finance filing is Friday by 5:00 in City

         12   Hall, Room 142.

         13             If they can't make it to Room 142 they can always

         14   drop it off down here on the fifth floor.  It will be

         15   clocked in here.

         16             And that is for all candidates who filed

         17   nomination petitions, they're required to file that Second

         18   Friday Reporting requirement.

         19             I hope to get my bilingual appointment letters out

         20   in the mail by Friday so that we can appoint our

         21   interpreters to the precincts required to be covered.

         22             And that's it.

         23             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Sounds good.

         24             Mr. Joe Lynch.
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          1             MR. LYNCH:  Yes.  Good morning, Commissioners.

          2             I'm still working on the sample ballots.

          3             I have about 13 more wards to sticker.  Meaning,

          4   putting the board workers on them, and then sticker the one

          5   candidate.  The other two candidates I was able to get taken

          6   off before I sent the ballot to the printer.  So they're

          7   already off.

          8             As far as packing the boxes, we'll probably start

          9   maybe Friday packing the boxes.

         10             And I do have the form that the State sent us on

         11   voter ID from last election, about the soft roll out on

         12   voter ID, we'll be putting those -- we have forms left over

         13   from last election, I have plenty.  I even have enough -- we

         14   had to use in the General Election.  So they will be going

         15   in the boxes, also, letting the board workers and the voters

         16   know about the ID Law.

         17             As far as the Watcher Certificates, we have 22

         18   Democratic wards in, and 11 partial wards of Republicans,

         19   you know, like, here and there Watcher Certificates.

         20             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Right.

         21             MR. LYNCH:  And that's about it.

         22             The Poll Books we'll probably -- I think Greg said

         23   maybe we might get a partial today, but I have to wait until

         24   everything is in before I can start packing.  So I'm
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          1   looking -- I'm shooting for Friday to start packing boxes.

          2             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Sounds good.

          3             MR. LYNCH:  That's it.

          4             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Greg Irving, please.

          5             MR. IRVING:  Good morning, Commissioners.

          6             I submitted to you a report which details our

          7   final tally of registrations for this election period.

          8             We processed 14,013 VRMAs, and we processed 79,713

          9   electronic applications, which comes to a total of 93,726

         10   applications processed for this election period.

         11             The absentee ballot applications Tim Dowling spoke

         12   of, which he delivered to our office, the last group is

         13   being processed as we're up here now.  There's probably

         14   about 50 left to be processed.  And we'll have those in his

         15   hands sometime within the next hour for them to do their

         16   part and mail out ballots.

         17             And our supervisors covered everything else.

         18             We're working on the inspection package, which I

         19   talked to Carla Moss about, which we'll have delivered to

         20   her sometime this afternoon.

         21             And that completes it for today.

         22             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  That sounds good.

         23             And for the record, present is Commissioner

         24   Chairman Anthony Clark, Commissioner Vice-Chair Al Schmidt
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          1   and Commissioner Stephanie Singer.

          2             Now, we're going to go into new business.

          3             Is there any new business?

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I just have an item which

          5   is really an update.

          6             Yesterday Judge Dembe met -- or I'm sorry.

          7             Judge Dembe held her hearing for the appointment

          8   of judges of elections and minority and majority inspectors

          9   to vacant election board positions.

         10             As I understand it the meeting went well.  There

         11   was no opposition.

         12             They're providing us with the information for who

         13   was appointed now, many days earlier then it was in the

         14   past, so that it will give us a better opportunity to update

         15   the election boards on any court appointments so that

         16   they're prepared on Election Day.

         17             This is a change of how things had been done in

         18   the past, and I am grateful for Judge Dembe for

         19   accommodating our concerns.

         20             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  And if someone wants to get

         21   that list what is their best way to get it from us?

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  You know -- I'm sorry.

         23             Seth Bluestein, from our office, do you know when

         24   Judge Dembe is going to be able to provide us with the list?
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          1             MR. BLUESTEIN:  When we get the information from

          2   the judge and the Prothonotary at the end of the week we'll

          3   update the information that we have available on our Web

          4   site.

          5             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.

          6             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  And to get -- but to get

          7   that list, the information that they have -- are they giving

          8   it in electronic form or paper form; do you know?

          9             MR. BLUESTEIN:  Likely paper.

         10             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  Okay.  Thank you.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  And I would also like to add to the

         12   record, that we will be, of course, presenting a folder here

         13   that will go on the table in all of the wards in different

         14   polling places so that people who have four polling places,

         15   or three polling places, or two polling places inside of a

         16   facility or school or church will know where their division

         17   is located.

         18             This will tell them their ward and their division.

         19             An idea of Commissioner Chair Anthony Clark,

         20   supported by Commissioner Vice-Chair Al Schmidt and

         21   Commissioner Stephanie Singer.

         22             Thank you.

         23             COMMISSIONER SINGER:  And I'd also like to add,

         24   that supported by all three offices, we are now going to put
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          1   division maps in every judges box so that there will be

          2   available at the polling place a map that shows the division

          3   and all the surrounding divisions to help voters find their

          4   place.  And these maps will also be available for free

          5   public download at phillyelection.com, we expect, by Monday.

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  With greater co-location of

          7   polling places in the City, hopefully, both of these steps

          8   will help alleviate a problem with voters not knowing which

          9   divisions theirs may enter or co-located polling place or

         10   other polling place.  So we expect this will help.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  This meeting is

         12   adjourned to the call of the Chair.

         13             Thank everyone for coming out.  Thank you.

         14                       (Whereupon, the proceeding was

         15                       adjourned at approximately 11:18

         16                       a.m.)

         17   
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